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Mukhanyo Theological College started 2010 with 22 new students in 
Theology.  This brings the total up to 48 Theology students, of which 
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Theology.  This brings the total up to 48 Theology students, of which 
six are doing their Honours degree.
Six of the first year students are doing the certificate course, eleven the 
diploma course and seven the BTh course.
A new Mukhanyo campus will start in Johannesburg, DV in April this 
year. This campus will offer the diploma courses in Theology.
The Mukhanyo Distance programme is also extending the reach of the 
college far beyond the circumferences of both the KwaMhlanga and 
Johannesburg locations. At the moment there are ten students 
registered in Olievenhoutbosch, which was the first trial run of the 
distance study project. Mukhanyo Distance started in 2009.
The course in Social Work is still continuing and the first four students 
of this course will graduate in April this year.
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Hendrik Otto sees his position as Registrar of MTC as a calling 
from God. 
“When I saw the ad in our church newsletter, I immediately 
realised this is what I have been prepared for throughout my life”, 
he says.
He studied Law at the University of Pretoria and was lecturer in 
Mercantile Law at  the Technicons of Roodepoort and Pretoria. 
After completing his articles at a legal firm in Pretoria, he became 
company administrator at a construction and development 
company in Rustenburg.
“By God’s grace I believe that I will be able to add value to MTC 
and make a difference,” he says.
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For many years Mukhanyo has been aware of a need for better qualified Christian teachers for 
government schools in KwaMhlanga. Local school principals struggle to find qualified teachers who 
have the necessary qualifications and ability to facilitate classroom learning. It has been confirmed 
by national statistics as well.
In the last nine months, Mukhanyo has hosted several public meetings to dialogue with local 

Because of extensive growth, the post of MTC Registrar was divided into Registrar and Office 
Manager at the end of 2009,  the latter of which is filled by Piet Buys.

teachers about pressing problems in their schools.
The response has been overwhelming. Various possibilities were explored and now MTC has 
developed a new programme to help address local needs.
“Our vision for this new programme is to assist local schools by equipping Christian teachers. We 
have entered into an agreement with Northwest University (NWU) and the Academy for Professional 
Enhancement in Education (APEE) to become a study centre of NWU for Continuing Teachers 
Education. Teachers in KwaMhlanga can now receive an accredited degree from NWU upon 
completion of their studies, but do all their classes and examinations here,” Dr Brian DeVries, 
principal of MTC, explains.
Mukhanyo Theological College is already accredited with the South African Council for Higher 
Education and registered with the Department of Education (2009/HE08/002) to provide theological 
education at various levels. Now they are also authorized to facilitate Continuing Teacher Education 
at three levels: 
� National Professional Diploma in 

Education,
� Advanced Certificate in Education, 
� Bachelors of Education Honours.
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The new Mukhanyo Christian School started on the college 
campus in January 2010, because a suitable terrain could 
not be found in time when everything else was set and 
ready for the school to open. 
Interim classrooms, an office, kitchen and ablutions were 
fitted in one corner of the campus late in 2009 and when 
schools started in January, a group of 12 starry eyed grade 
R’s and 1’s was registered at the school.  The numbers 
grew to 16 and the teachers, Meriam Mnguni and Stacey 
Dykins have their hands full teaching the little ones what 

Why is this vision important for the MTC ministry?
“Mukhanyo has been educating pastors for many years. Our vision has always been to educate 
local church leaders for the work of Christian ministry. Mukhanyo has also recognized the vast 
need for properly trained school teachers as a strategic opportunity to reach local communities with 
practical Christian witnesses.
“Mukhanyo can now be used to better equip Christian teachers so that they can reach many people 
for gospel witness. Indeed, school teachers are often closer to the families in each community, and 
thus closer to the specific needs of the raising generation” , says Dr DeVries.
“Our goal is to start by training (and re-training) local school teachers with at least five years of 
teaching experience, so that these teachers can better minister to the needs of children in the 
surrounding communities. ”
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Dykins have their hands full teaching the little ones what 
school is about.

It was a hard time though, for Meriam, 
who has lost her husband early in 
March after he was diagnosed with 
cancer. MTC News herewith wants to 
convey our deepest condolences to 
her  and her family.  The funeral was 
held at the MTC hall on  6 March.
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Jane Korevaar visited MCDC in October 2008. 
She is from Toronto, Canada. She came here 
in a time of personal uncertainty about job 
changes job. She saw the challenges with 
which people in KwaMhlanga have to cope, and 
she realised that her issues were nothing 
compared to those. 
When it was time for her to go home, she had 
the feeling that so much here was left undone.
She had to face her own challenges though, 
and she left. She worked for another two years 
at the same company, but in a different 
position. She was quite contented. Everything 
was going well.
Then on January 20th this year she was laid off, 
after 30 years at the company.

“Instead of feeling devastated, a calmness came over me and I felt God’s presence. He is in control, I 
thought.  When I got home, I took my Bible and found the text in Psalm 25: Show me Your ways, O 
Lord; teach me Your paths.”
She sat down and wrote an e-mail to Dr Brian DeVries, offering her services as a volunteer. Her 
severance package from her firm included two years’ full pay. He came back to her within a couple of 
hours offering her the position of logistics coordinator for Mukhanyo Distance.
“I have much experience in training programs and systems. I was also managing editor of  the Glad 
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“I have much experience in training programs and systems. I was also managing editor of  the Glad 
Tidings magazine and some newsletters of the Heritage Reformed Church, so I feel quite at home in 
this position.”
“Getting this job was only part of the miracle,” she laughs. “The other part was the whirlwind of 
getting my visa and everything else organised within a month – something that normally takes more 
than 3 months. I really see God’s hand in everything that I had to do and it is a great comfort to know 
that He is control. I am here in His service.”
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We wish Dr Brian and Lanae God’s blessings on their forthcoming wedding on April 9th. May you 
have a wonderful day, and all of your life together. May you keep those beautiful smiles for ever and 
ever - even after your hair turned silver and the years drew lines on your faces.
We heard a birdie telling that there will be another wedding celebration when they return to South 
Africa roundabout middle May. The only thing we at Mukhanyo News ask is: bring us pretty pictures 
of the real wedding day…


