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in some-one other’s hands when he is a teenager, can’t be an easy task. 

How does Dr Flip Buys, founder of Mukhanyo Theological College feel to 

hand over the reins to his successor, Dr Brian DeVries, new principal of 

MTC?

“I don’t feel sad. I feel fulfilled. God 

enabled and empowered others to 

take over my job. The God who 

calls, is faithful. He will give my 

successors the strength and the 

wisdom to do His will, like He gave 

it to me.”

An Appreciation Celebration was 

held on August 27th in honour of Dr 

Buys, because he is not leaving 

MTC completely. He is still going to 

teach theology and stays on as CEO 

of Mukhanyo Community 

Development Centre.

Precious stories were told at an 

appreciation day held in Dr Buys’s

honour  on August 27th . 

The new Vice Principal, Isaac

Maleke said: “These 16 years were not empty years – they were full.” He 

quoted 1 Cor 3:10: “Using the gift that God gave me, I did the work of an 

expert builder and laid the foundation, and someone else is building on it. 

But each one must be careful how he builds.” 



He said everyone must ask himself if he is building around himself or building 

to leave a strong structure for others to continue.

“This ministry was built on God. The foundation is Jesus Christ. Because of 

that it could grow from 5 students to many. It is a strong building.”

Left: Dr Gerhard Oosthuizen was one of 

the first lecturers at MTC and is now at 

the age of 85 the oldest. He told the 

audience about those first years when 

they started with 5 students and 3 

lecturers, each having to work out his 

own curriculum. The classroom was a 

wooden hut and sometimes they met in 

the vestry of Thembalethu Church.

“MTC is a monument for Dr Buys,” he 

said.

Mrs Anna Kaura, OVC manager at MCDC, said Dr Buys is a visionary. “He saw it possible to help 500 orphans. 

He had no staff to start MCDC, but one by one God led people like Melanie Prinsloo and others to him to do 

what God asked from them.  Now there are about 100 people working for MCDC. Dr Buys was not like Jonah 

running away from the challenge – he went for it. He said: ‘See what we can do for God’.”

“We salute you, Dr Buys, keep on dreaming: God will provide”, she concluded.

Right: After a hilarious mimicking 

of Dr Buys (voice and all), Jetro

Ngobeni, on behalf of the SRC,
Rev Samson Nhlongo spoke on 

behalf of former students. He said 

Isaac Maleke

Ngobeni, on behalf of the SRC,

became serious. “Dr Buys was a 

father to the students. He 

encouraged us in class and out of 

class. He brought unity among 

students and lecturers. We thank 

God for the example we got 

from you and we trust that God 

will always be with us.”

behalf of former students. He said 

the news about Dr Buys’ 

resignation came as a shock, but 

he knows this is not Zimbabwe 

where leaders stay on forever. “Dr 

Buys planted the tree, he fought 

for the good, he kept faith, and 

now is the time for others to take 

over.”  

Bottom: Dr Buys with two of his 

first students, Samson Nhlongo 

and Johannes Modisa

Rev Tebogo Mogale spoke on 

behalf of the MTC Board. He said 

jokingly: “I was quite a naughty 

student, and often reprimanded 

by Dr Buys, but now I am Dr 

Buys’  boss. I’m just glad he 

retired before I could fire him…”

He said Dr Buys started 

Mukhanyo as a young man

and gave his heart to achieve this dream God has given 

him.”God also gave him the skill to perform, the 

strength, the love and the heart to do what the Lord has 

called him to do. He learnt us to lead and to bring out 

the best in people. Now it is time for Dr DeVries to get in 

his shoes and keep up the good work he has started. But 

he has to remember, Dr Buys has BIG shoes…”



Dr Brian deVries said Dr Buys touched his life and is his mentor. He is 

glad Dr Buys is not stepping away – he is only stepping back. “I thank 

the Lord for your life. Please continue to pray for us and may God 

bless you.”

He and Rev Mogale presented a copper plaque to Dr Buys and a rare 

lily was given to his wife, Hanneke, who always supports his work and 

ventures.

Dr Buys’ answer was short, but with the usual strong message: “What 

a great thing God has done here! I have inexpressible gratitude 

towards Him. He gave people the vision and resources to grow. This is 

teamwork to do God’s will. I know Dr Brian DeVries is a bright star 

who can take this college to a higher level where I could never reach. 

Now may the God of Peace equip you with everything. His is the glory 

forever and ever.”

After this enjoyable morning, enhanced by praise singing, choir and solo items, all guests were treated to lunch.

The path of the just is as a 

shining light, that shines 

more and more unto the 

perfect day.– Proverbs 4:18.

New Venture at MTC
Mukhanyo Distance has been running at MTC since January 

this year.  Lectures are being videotaped and sent in DVD-

format to students in remote areas, who are unable to leave 

their families and communities for full-time studies at MTC.

The trial-run was tested in Olievenhoutbosch, south of 

Pretoria, and is now ready to be implemented.

The idea is implemented by first year Theology student Marc 

Thomas. 

“We work on the principle of mentorship. Our distance student Teachers Training “We work on the principle of mentorship. Our distance student 

acts as facilitator and brings together a group of 6-8 students in 

his village. Together they watch the DVD and have discussions 

about it. They send questions to the college and in that way 

broaden their knowledge so they can guide their own 

communities into Christianity.”

Teachers Training 

to start Next Year
Martin Human has been appointed to 

set up the envisaged Teachers Training 

Program for MTC, which will start in 

January 2010. An open day was held on 

August 1, 2009 for all role players in 

the field of education in KwaMhlanga, 

to assess the need for such in-service 

training for existing and future 

teachers. The outcome was very 

positive.

Martin has to 

research and establish the MTC 

Teachers Training Program

liaise with other role players and 

institutions

plan a new curriculum and manage the 

appointed lecturers

He retired from his post as Director of 

District North in the Gauteng 

Department of Education at the end of 

May 2008. He is married to Johrina, 

who is also in Education.

Right: Marc Thomas. 

Below: Martin Human 



Student Representative Council of 2009
Members of this years SRC are sharing a joke. They are 

from left to right, back: Enoch Skhosana (treasurer), 

Benjamin Zulu( secretary), Samaria Mokwena (deputy  

secretary) and Malwande Mdonga (chairperson). Front: 

Derek Olebogile (additional member)  and Jetro Ngobeni

(deputy  chairperson)

Vegetable farming to start again
A few years ago MTC set up a huge hydroponics 

farm on the MTC campus. Unfortunately the 

special fertiliser which was needed to run this 

method of cultivating plants, became so 

expensive, it was no longer economically viable.

In May this year a vegetable farmer from 

Cullinan, Izak Marais and his son Johan, 

negotiated with MTC to rent the tunnels and 

irrigation equipment and do ordinary vegetable 

farming on campus. They also do training in 

vegetable farming for locals.

This seemed a good proposition and now MTC, 

MCDC and all its centres can buy fresh vegetables 

New Vice Principal
Rev Isaac Maleke, (BTh MCDC and all its centres can buy fresh vegetables 

from these partners, without running a labour-

intensive project like farming while their main 

goal is teaching Theology.

Rev Isaac Maleke, (BTh

and BA Honn.) a graduate 

of MTC, was appointed as 

vice

principal of Mukhanyo

Theological College. He is 

an experienced pastor and 

respected community 

leader in the KwaMhlanga

area. He has also been 

appointed as new 

chairperson of the MCDC 

Board of Directors.

Mrs Cora Bezuidenhout

is the newly appointed 

registrar of  MTC. She 

served as librarian since 

March, but after Mrs

Gerda van der Merwe 

had to resign because of 

health reasons,   Cora 

took over her post. 
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